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Abstract

Purpose: The present research aims to provide a comprehensive overview of
educational equity in Iran through a systematic review, focusing on three primary
aspects. The first facet delves into the conceptualization of educational equity, the
second reviews the challenges and proposed solutions within this domain, and the
third categorizes indicators that can be used to evaluate educational equity in Iran.
Methodology: In the process of screening related articles and quality assurance, the
study drew upon the principles and the framework proposed by the PRISMA protocol
and the McDermott model; Ultimately, 23 studies were selected for this purpose, and
the overall research methodology relies on qualitative methods such as qualitative
content analysis and document analysis.

Findings: The review of these studies reveals that the indicators employed in the
research can be categorized into five broad groups. Additionally, challenges
surrounding educational equity in Iran can be classified based on four key
dimensions: availability, accessibility, adaptability, and acceptability of education.
Conclusion: The investigation conducted in this study indicated that there has been
limited in-depth conceptualization of educational equity and the majority of
inferences are based upon the distributive justice. Therefore, it is believed that by
integrating relevant theories such as critical race theory, social capital theory,
capability approach, and human capital theory, a more comprehensive and holistic
understanding of educational equity can be formulated.

Innovation and originality: Educational equity in Iran, due to its intricate and
multifaceted nature, has not been deeply studied. This review study attempts to
delineate the contours of this complex landscape and provide a solid theoretical
foundation for future research endeavors.
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Extended abstract
Abstract

The present research aims to provide a comprehensive overview of educational equity in Iran through a systematic
review, focusing on three fundamental aspects. The first facet delves into the conceptualization of educational equity,
the second reviews the challenges and proposed solutions within this domain, and the third categorizes indicators that
can be used to assess equality or inequality in education in Iran. In the process of selecting research articles and
composing this report, the study drew upon the principles and the framework proposed by the PRISMA and the
McDermott model. Care was taken to choose research studies that provided the necessary data to address the research
questions. Ultimately, 23 studies were selected for this purpose. The overall research methodology relies on qualitative
methods such as qualitative content analysis and document analysis. The review of these studies reveals that the
indicators employed in the research can be categorized into five broad groups. Additionally, challenges surrounding
educational equity in Iran can be classified based on four key dimensions: availability, accessibility, adaptability, and
acceptability of education. The investigation conducted in this study indicated that there has been limited in-depth
conceptualization of educational equity and the majority of inferences are based upon the distributive justice.
Therefore, it is believed that by integrating relevant theories such as critical race theory, social capital theory,
capability approach, and human capital theory, a more comprehensive and holistic understanding of educational equity
can be formulated.

Introduction

A systematic review of educational equity in Iran provides an opportunity for both international investors and national
stakeholders to gain awareness of the current state of education in Iran. International organizations such as the United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) have recognized educational equity as a global
priority, and Iran is a signatory to various international conventions, including the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which obligates countries to provide education to all individuals (United Nations General Assembly, 1948;
Glendon, 1997). By conducting a systematic review of relevant research on educational equity in Iran, researchers can
offer valuable insights into the current educational landscape in Iran. The outcomes of these studies can contribute to
policymaking and supportive efforts aimed at enhancing equity in education. As Moshara (2020) contends, equality
and equity in education are complex issues influenced by various factors such as socio-economic status, gender, and
geographical location. Therefore, researchers, through a review of studies related to educational equity, can identify
factors resulting in educational inequalities, paving the way for targeted interventions and policies to reduce
educational disparities, particularly in Iran. With the considerations outlined, this article will undertake a
comprehensive review with a focus on the research questions to establish a coherent framework for addressing the
issues of educational equity in Iran.

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative approach in the form of a systematic review, and the research methodology grounded
on qualitative methods such as qualitative content analysis, document analysis, and library research. The purpose of
qualitative content analysis in this study is to systematically and concretely scrutinize the content of texts, including
research articles, theses, official documents, and policies, in order to specify patterns, themes, and meanings topics
related to educational equity in Iran. The research population includes all policy documents, enactments, research
articles, and theses conducted on educational equity in Iran in the past decade, covering the period from 2010 to 2023.
In the process of selecting research articles and composing this report, the study drew upon the principles and the
framework proposed by the PRISMA and the McDermott model. Firstly, the PRISMA checklist was employed to
ensure the comprehensiveness of the article (Asar et al., 2016; Moher et al., 2015). Secondly, the McDermott model
(McDermott, Graham, & Hamilton, 2004) was used to ensure that the selected articles met the required quality
standards for the exploration of educational equity in Iran. Finally, 23 studies were selected for this purpose.

Results

The first research question revolved around the conceptualization of educational equity in Iran and the theories that
the reviewed studies had used to elucidate the concept of educational equity. Most of the conducted studies did not
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engage in a deep conceptualization of educational equity, and the theoretical concepts introduced merely provided
surface-level references to theories in this domain. These references predominantly framed the concept of educational
equity based on distributive justice theory. However, over time, the theoretical landscape of educational equity has
evolved from the initial emphasis on equal distribution of resources to more profound concepts, such as acknowledging
individual capacities and capabilities. The other research question inquired about the challenges and issues related to
educational equity in Iran as addressed in various perspectives within the conducted studies. Furthermore, it sought to
identify the proposed solutions for overcoming the existing educational disparities. Considering the concepts discussed
in the literature review regarding the components of educational equity and the common characteristics shared among
these components, namely "availability," "accessibility," "adaptability," and "acceptability," one can attribute the roots
of each challenge to one of the abovementioned aspects and components.

Discussion and Conclusion

Educational equity in Iran, due to its intricate and multifaceted nature, has not been deeply studied. This review study
attempts to delineate the contours of this complex landscape and provide a solid theoretical foundation for future
research endeavors. In the realm of conceptualization, providing a comprehensive definition that encompasses all
these aspects while offering a more comprehensive understanding of educational equity compared to others will be
more complete. In this regard, it can be summarized that educational equity encompasses an educational ecosystem
that, while nurturing students' capabilities, provides equal opportunities for access to rich learning experiences,
acknowledges differences, challenges systemic biases, respects individual identities, and envisions a future in which
education becomes a catalyst for personal growth, collective progress, and sustainable social change. Based on the
abovementioned components of educational equity, all the challenges that refer to resource shortages, equipment
deficiencies etc. are related to the "availability"; Challenges that involve diversity among education in different types
of schools (private and public), geographical issues (rural and urban), and problems faced by specific societal groups,
especially people with disabilities, can be categorized under the "accessibility" component. Challenges of an
ideological nature have a close relationship with the "acceptability" component, while psychological learning
challenges such as apathy, motivation, and student fatigue, as well as factors like climate, gender, ethnicity, culture,
educational background, and differences in learning styles, are associated with the "adaptability" component.
Although Torres (2004) believes there is a narrow boundary between these components and sometimes they overlap
with each other. In most studies, alongside stating the challenges, solutions were also proposed to overcome them. It
is noteworthy that all the solutions were of the same nature as the challenges presented. In other words, if the challenge
mentioned was related to resource shortages, researchers suggested financial support. Therefore, if decision-makers
have a proper understanding of the challenges, the process of recognizing and applying solutions will no longer be
challenging. By examining the indicators used to evaluate the educational equity and inequality, we can classify the
proposed indicators into five dimensions: 1. Physical (Infrastructure), 2. Human Resources (Personnel and
Management), 3. Financial, 4. Academic (Performance-Related), 5. Technological (Technical). By considering these
dimensions, policymakers and researchers can gain a holistic understanding of educational inequality and formulate
targeted interventions to address disparities in education.
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