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Date Received: Abstract
f)oaztse-glc-cz: ted: Aim :The position of decision-making and planning in Iran's higher education system
20230522 ; ’ is not well defined. Hence, there is a lack of understanding between the policymaking

and decision-making institutions regarding the mission of universities and
governance in Iran's higher education. This evidence proves the parallel work and
confusion in governance and politics of Iran's higher education. Therefore, the aim
of the present study was to analyze the detrimental effects of the divergent
policymaking institutions in Iran's higher education system.

Methodology :To achieve this aim, a qualitative approach by the case study type was
used. The participants in the study included 15 connoisseurs from universities and
research institutes in Iran, who were selected using purposeful sampling by snowball
method and theoretical saturation in the findings. The data collection tool was a semi-
structured interview. To analyze the interviews we used the inductive content
Keywords: analysis method. To check the credibility of the findings, we used two strategies;
Policymaking institutions, | member checking and peer checking.

Policymaking, Iran's higher | Results: The findings obtained from the inductive content analysis of the interviews
education, Detrimental effects, | showed that the detrimental effects of the divergent policymaking institutions in
Case Study Iran's higher education system are created by parallel work between the
policymaking institutions due to the lack of clear boundaries of duties and missions,
the absence of a single policymaking authority in Iran's higher education system, the
dominance of political and party orientations in the approaches of policymaking
institutions, the lack of long-term policies in the field of science and technology due
to the instability of management caused by the change of governments and finally
priority of Institutional interests and policies over national interests and approaches.
Conclusions and suggestions: Based on the findings obtained from the study and in
order to reduce the identified detrimental effects, we suggested solutions at the
policy, operational and executive levels, which include: preparing a bill by Iran's
parliament in order to specify a single institution in the field of higher education
policymaking in Iran, delegating partial policymaking authority in the field of intra-
university issues, to the universities board of trustees, and determining the duties and
scope of policymaking institutions in order to prevent parallel work between them.
Innovation and originality: The present study sought to provide policy, operational
and executive solutions to help overcome the parallel work of policy-making
institutions in Iran's higher education system through the extracting of the detrimental
effects of the divergent policymaking institutions in Iran's higher education system.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction: The policymaking in Iran's higher education system has always been one of the
main challenges of this system; because the position of decision-making and planning in Iran's
higher education system is not well defined. Hence, there is a lack of understanding between the
policymaking and decision-making institutions regarding the mission of universities and
governance in Iran's higher education. This evidence proves the parallel work and confusion in
governance and politics of Iran's higher education. Therefore, the aim of the present study was to
analyze the detrimental effects of the divergent policymaking institutions in Iran's higher education
system.

2. Study method: In the present study, the researchers sought to study deeply the
characteristics of the phenomenon (the detrimental effects of the divergent policymaking
institutions in Iran's higher education system) from the perspective of the participants involved in
that phenomenon; hence, a qualitative approach by the case study type was used. The participants
in the study included 15 connoisseurs from universities and research institutes in Iran, who were
selected using purposeful sampling by snowball method and theoretical saturation in the findings.
The data collection tool was a semi-structured interview and the participants were assured of the
confidentiality of the interview process before the interview. To analyze the interviews we used
the inductive content analysis method. There are several strategies for examining the credibility of
qualitative research, the most important including; member checking, peer checking, reflexivity,
triangulation, and external audit. In the present study, the findings of the study were approved with
the help the member checking and peer-checking strategies. Therefore, the researchers provided
the categories obtained from the interviews to the study participants to confirm the correctness of
the findings. They also asked one of their colleagues who was knowledgeable about the qualitative
method to review the report obtained from the study. Finally, the findings obtained from the study
were confirmed with the help of these two strategies.

3. Results: The findings obtained from the inductive content analysis of the interviews showed
that the detrimental effects of the divergent policymaking institutions in Iran's higher education
system are created by parallel work between the policymaking institutions due to the lack of clear
boundaries of duties and missions, the absence of a single policymaking authority in Iran's higher
education system, the dominance of political and party orientations in the approaches of
policymaking institutions, the lack of long-term policies in the field of science and technology due
to the instability of management caused by the change of governments and finally priority of
Institutional interests and policies over national interests and approaches.

4. Conclusion: Based on the findings obtained from the study and in order to reduce the
identified detrimental effects, we suggested solutions at the policy, operational and executive
levels, which include: preparing a bill by Iran's parliament in order to specify a single institution
in the field of higher education policymaking in Iran, reducing or eliminating some decision-
making and policymaking institutions in the field of higher education in Iran that have overlapping
duties and functions, delegating partial policymaking authority in the field of intra-university
issues, to the universities board of trustees, and determining the duties and scope of policymaking
institutions in order to prevent parallel work between them.
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