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: This study aims to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the Sixth
Development Plan in reducing educational inequalities by examining the educational
indicators of Khorasan Razavi Province during 2017-2021.

: Employing a quantitative approach and descriptive method, this
research uses data from the Statistical Center of Iran and Ministry of Education
yearbooks, focusing on indicators of access, inputs, and outputs of education.

: The results reveal that during the Sixth Plan, Khorasan Razavi experienced a
decline in academic coverage and an increase in dropout rates in access indicators,
particularly in rural areas and among girls. In input indicators, the student-to-teacher
ratio increased and educational space in deprived areas decreased, though teachers’
education levels improved. In output indicators, dropout and promotion rates in the
first secondary level rose, while grade repetition and failure rates in primary education
fell. Compared to the national average, the province outperformed in registration,
promotion, and reduced failure rates but showed weaknesses in educational space and
out-of-school rates.

: This study emphasizes the need to address regional
and gender disparities and suggests that policymakers design programs to improve
education in deprived areas and for vulnerable groups.

: Providing the first comprehensive, data-driven analysis
of the Sixth Plan’s impact on Khorasan Razavi's educational indicators, this study offers
a novel approach to examining educational inequalities, focusing on gender and
regional differences, and integrates up-to-date statistical data with national
comparative analysis to propose targeted solutions for deprived regions.
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Introduction

The education sector and its indicators have always been a concern for governments and are

therefore among the most important public policies. Quality education, as a key factor in reducing
social and economic inequalities, has a direct impact on the development level of countries. Therefore,
any disruption or inequality in access to equal educational opportunities can lead to the creation of
social, cultural and economic gaps. Therefore, one of the most important goals of policymakers in the
field of education is to ensure educational justice and reduce existing inequalities in this sector. Given
the fundamental importance of the issue of access to equal educational opportunities in the
development of the country and the reduction of educational inequalities, the need for a more detailed
examination of the status of educational indicators is felt. Economic, social and cultural development
programs, as the country's upstream documents, define general goals and policies in the field of
improving educational conditions and reducing educational gaps. Among them, the Sixth
Development Plan includes articles and notes in the field of education, which makes the importance
of reviewing the performance of this program in the field of reducing educational inequalities in the
province doubly important. This research examines the status of educational indicators and the
performance of the education system of Khorasan Razavi province during the Sixth Development Plan,
focusing on access, input, and output indicators. The aim of this study is to investigate the status of
educational indicators in Khorasan Razavi province during the Sixth Economic, Social and Cultural
Development Plan (2017-2021) and to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the Sixth Plan in
reducing educational inequalities and to provide effective solutions to improve this situation.
Therefore, this research seeks to answer the following key questions: 1) What changes have occurred
in the indicators of access to education in Khorasan Razavi Province during the Sixth Development
Plan? 2) What trends have the educational input indicators experienced in Khorasan Razavi Province
during the Sixth Development Plan? 3) What has happened to educational output indicators in
Khorasan Razavi Province during the Sixth Development Plan?

Methodology

The research method of the present study is a descriptive method. In this method, based on the
analysis of the trend of data related to educational indicators during the years 2017 to 2021 (the period
of the Sixth Development Plan), extracted from the statistical yearbooks of education, was analyzed.
In this trend analysis, the study of educational indicators in three areas of access to educational
opportunities, educational inputs and outputs at the national and provincial (Khorasan Razavi) levels
was investigated. The statistical population of the research is the statistical yearbooks of education
during the years 2017-2021, from which information related to educational, access (registration rate,
real and apparent educational coverage rate, dropout from education), input (student-teacher ratio,
average level of education of teachers and managers, student-to-total educational staff ratio,
educational space per student) and educational output (dropout rate, promotion rate, grade
repetition rate, Academic progress (pass rate), dropout rate, apparent and real passing rate) indicators
were extracted.

Findings

The trend analysis of educational indicators revealed that during the Sixth Development Plan,
Khorasan Razavi Province faced challenges in access, input, and output educational indicators,
particularly in gender and regional dimensions. In access indicators, the decline in real academic
coverage and the rise in out-of-school rates in rural areas were concerning. Regarding input
indicators, although improvements were observed in teachers’ education levels, the increased
student-to-teacher ratio and reduced educational space highlighted resource shortages. In output
indicators, higher dropout and failure rates in the first secondary level were noted, though grade
repetition decreased. Compared to the national average, the province outperformed in promotion
and registration rates but showed weaknesses in educational space and out-of-school rates.
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Conclusion

The results of the study indicate the limited success of the Sixth Development Plan in reducing
educational inequalities in Khorasan Razavi. The decrease in educational coverage and the increase
in dropout, especially in villages and among girls, indicated the weakness in equitable access to
education (a shortcoming of the first goal of this program). In the field of inputs, the lack of educational
space and human resources has disrupted quality, although teacher education has improved. These
inequalities are mainly due to the lack of budget and unfair distribution of resources (insufficient
attention to the third goal of the program). And in the field of educational outputs, the province's
performance in the repetition rate, promotion rate, and actual pass rate was better than the national
average, and in the dropout rate, the failure rate in the lower secondary school, especially in villages,
was weak. Therefore, it is suggested that more schools and more specialized personnel be attracted
by allocating more budget for rural areas. Also, policymakers should design programs for the equitable
distribution of educational opportunities by focusing on deprived areas and vulnerable groups.
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