Volume 13 Issue 26. winter. 2025. Pages 172 to 197. Journal Educational Planning Studies -

Research Paper

Design and Validation of a Sustainable Development Education
Program Model for Primary Education in Iran

Maryam rezaie™

! Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran

d 10.22080/eps.2025.27828.2285

Received: Abstract

October 11, 2024 | Aim: The aim of the present research is to design and validate a sustainable development
Accepted: education program model for the primary school curriculum in Iran.

February 19, 2025 This research began with an exploratory mixed-method design. Initially,
Available the theoretical foundations of education for sustainable development were examined
online: through literature review and interviews with UNESCO experts. Then, using a
March 5, 2025 quantitative approach, educational documents and curricula were analyzed. The

research population included documents, curricula, and twenty selected professors.
Information was collected using document analysis forms and interviews, achieving a
validity coefficient of 0.93. The data were analyzed using thematic analysis and
descriptive statistics, and the importance coefficient was calculated using the Shannon
entropy method..

: " In the qualitative phase, 33 components were found across four dimensions
through document reviews and interviews. The quantitative analysis of Iran's higher
education documents showed that none of these dimensions were sufficiently
addressed, with the social dimension receiving the most focus and the cultural dimension

Keywords: the least. Additionally, the primary education curriculum analysis revealed an
Sustainable unsatisfactory level of attention to education for sustainable development in Iran's
education, programs.
Sustainable : in the primary education curriculum, there has been
development, limited attention to the elements of education for sustainable developmept. Certain
Curriculum components of this educational approach, such as HIV/AIDS education, sexual
’ education, and gender equality, do not align with the cultural context and societal norms
Elemen'tary of our country. Consequently, when designing an educational program based on
educatl.on, education for sustainable development, it is essential to take into account the culture
Educational and values of our nation. The model developed by the researcher for education for
validation, sustainable development is highly regarded by experts in the field in terms of its
Educational credibility.
planning : "Considering that the model for sustainable development

education has not yet been developed and validated, this study focuses on the design and
validation of this model specifically for the elementary education leve.
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development of a sustainable future (Barrera, 2022). However, various crises, including
environmental issues, natural disasters, and the challenges we face, have heightened the demand
for sustainability in education (Crawford, J., & Cifuentes-Faura, 2023). Sustainable development
is an all-encompassing concept that underscores the principle that fulfilling the needs of the
present should not compromise the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
Sustainable development takes into account the needs of all people and all generations. Today,
due to its critical role in improving environmental, social, and economic conditions, sustainable
development has garnered significant attention in education, with this concept now becoming
an integral part of the teaching-learning process (Izzo et al., 2020). education for sustainable
development is a central concept in achieving sustainable development. The primary objective
of advancing sustainable development is to empower individuals to think and act in ways that are
both sustainable and future-oriented. To this end, education for sustainable development must
equip learners with the necessary knowledge and enhance sustainability competencies, thereby
accelerating the capacity to address the complex challenges of the 21st century across social,
environmental, and economic dimensions (Gtinther, 2022).

The present study is applied in terms of its objectives and follows a mixed-methods, multi-stage
xploratory design in terms of its methodology. The research process consists of both qualitative
and quantitative phases. In the first phase, a qualitative approach was employed to review the
theoretical foundations of sustainable development, including UNESCO documents, scholarly
articles, and other written resources. In the subsequent phase, semi-structured interviews were
conducted with experts from UNESCO and other knowledgeable stakeholders. In the following
phase, a comprehensive analysis was conducted on the entire curriculum (textbooks and
teacher’s guides) for primary education, as well as all key educational policy documents in Iran,
including the Fundamental Transformation Document, the National Curriculum Document, and
the 2025 Vision Document. In the final phase, an appropriate model was developed and its validity
was assessed.

The findings of the study showed that limited attention has been given to the components of
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in the higher-level educational documents.
Additionally, in the primary education curricula, insufficient attention has been paid to the
components of ESD, and all dimensions of ESD have not been addressed in a balanced manner.
The results of the expert interviews analysis revealed that some of the components of ESD are
not aligned with the culture and values accepted in our country.
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Conclusion

The results of the analysis of the higher-level educational documents showed that
certain componentsof Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) have been
addressed, such as some aspects of the cultural and economic dimensions. However, the
analysis of the primary education curricula revealed that the components highlighted in
the higher-level documents have not been adequately incorporated into the primary
education curriculum. The research findings suggest that the emphasis on the
components of Education for Sustainable Development in the higher-level educational
documents is greater than in the primary education curricula. The results of this study
showed that the model for Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) programs
should be based on the cultural and value systems of each country. The model, designed
by experts, underwent validation, and the findings indicated that it demonstrates high
validity.
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