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Purpose: The present research aims to design a model for the internationalization of the higher
education system with an emphasis on academic research.
Methodology: This study is qualitative, and the foundational data theory method was the
criterion of action. The statistical community included university professors and experts in the
field of management and educational sciences at Mohaghegh Ardabil University. Using the
purposeful sampling method and applying the theoretical saturation criterion, semi-structured
interviews were conducted with 12 people as participants in the research. Guba and Lincoln’s
(1985) method was used to check validity and reliability.
Findings: The results of data analysis during three stages of open coding, theoretical coding,
and selective coding indicate 93 primary codes, 18 secondary codes, and six general
categories, which in the framework of a paradigmatic model were identified, including causal
conditions (development of international cooperation, donation awards and certificates,
K . prestigious festivals and conferences), central phenomenon (drafting of international
eywords: ; . . . i S
standards, quality of academic research), strategies (diplomacy, budgeting and financial
Researc_h' L. . support, organizational policy), intervening conditions (control and continuous review,
internationalization, higher | ndating information technologies, consulting and research services), background conditions
education, data foundation | (empowering faculty members and staff, academic leadership, participation and teamwork
spirit), and consequences (gaining competitive advantage, developing a culture of critical
thinking and criticism, developing a spirit of research).
Conclusion and suggestions: In order to gain international recognition, universities need to
take steps to internationalize research in higher education; they need a model that guides them
to achieve this goal. The model presented in this research can be helpful.
Innovation and originality: This study differs from previous studies in that it deals with the
relationship between the internationalization of the higher education system and university
studies.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Universities are considered one of the most important components of education and factors in shaping the
future world. Due to the countless changes that have affected higher education today, the goals, programs,
and actions of universities have been given more attention than before. An overview of higher education's
developments from the first university's emergence in the 13th century to today shows that higher education
has always been a dynamic and changing institution and has changed along with social, cultural, and
cognitive developments and structures. Higher education, in general, like any other business, has been
moving towards internationalization over the past few years, and universities worldwide are trying to take
advantage of this phenomenon. Among the changes that have attracted the attention of researchers in the

last two decades is the internationalization of higher education.

Methods

This research is designed with a qualitative approach based on the grounded theory method. The main goal
of this study is to examine and explore the concepts and categories related to the internationalization of the
higher education system with the academic research approach. Therefore, the present research seeks to
achieve the mentioned components and explore the causal conditions, interveners, contexts, consequences,
and the central category and strategy through in-depth and exploratory interviews individually with
scientific experts. The participants were 12 experts, professors, and elites of the scientific community and
university specialists, as well as experts in the field of management and educational planning and
management of higher education in Ardabil province, who had executive records at decision-making levels
or professors. Management and educational sciences were selected using the theoretical sampling method.
The interviews were continued based on the snowball technique in such a way that each interviewee
introduced the next person. Using the snowball sampling method, samples that had expert characteristics
were previously found and asked to introduce similar people. The condition for choosing informants and
the interviews continued until reaching theoretical saturation. In data theorizing, the collection of
information continues until the research reaches theoretical saturation; that is, when the research reaches a
point of diminishing returns in the field of data collection, we can be sure that the research has reached
theoretical adequacy. In this study, in-depth face-to-face interviews with open-answer questions were used.
Each interview took about 60 minutes. In order to get a more detailed understanding of the views expressed
by the participants, the interviews were analyzed immediately after being recorded, and the conversations
were reviewed.

Results

The results of data analysis during the three stages of open coding, theoretical coding, and selective coding
indicate 93 primary codes, 18 secondary codes, and six general categories, which in the framework of a
paradigmatic model include causal conditions (development of international cooperation, awarding of
awards and certificates, prestigious festival and conference), central phenomenon (drafting of international
standards, quality of academic research), strategies (diplomacy, budgeting, and financial support,
organizational policy), intervening conditions (control and continuous review, updating of technologies
information, consulting and research services), background conditions (empowerment of faculty members
and staff, academic leadership, spirit of participation and teamwork), and consequences (gaining
competitive advantage, development of culture of critical thinking and criticism, development of research
spirit).
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Conclusion

In order to gain international recognition, universities need to take steps to internationalize research in
higher education. They need a model that guides them to achieve this goal. The model presented in this
research can be helpful.
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